Merging an Excel File and a Diary File

First, save both files somewhere sensible so you know what they are and which files you need fo usel!
I started of saving both files to a folder on my Desktop that I created especially for this task:
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Inside this folder I just have the two files I want to work with. The final merged diary file will also
end up in this folder as well.

SazD

Team Rank: 676
Total Points:
583300
Points(2ahrAvg):

2619
Points(Today):

Points(Week):
12830

Organize + Include in library + Share with + Burn New folder f== Next Update:2:20pm @)

3¢ Favorites 2 Name ’ Date modified Type Foldmghumg

B Desktop (] Base diary 2 days per page.docx 20/11/201201:57 .. Microsoft Word D...
8 Downloads (] DatesSourceFilo.xlsx 29/11/201201:57 ... Microsoft Excel W...
47 Dropbox

L] Recent Places

1) Photo Stream

4 Libraries
| Document:
& Music
| Pictures

B Videos

*d, Homegroup
2 522D (JEFR)

'8 Computer
&L ACER(C)
s DATA (D)

€ Network
1 JEFF

) 2 items

P&l @ 4 ==




Part 1 - The correct year dates in the Excel file
For now, we need fo open up the Excel file to change it to the correct year. So click (or double click)
on the Excel file (called DatesSourceFilo.xIsx) to open it like you normally would.

This is what the document will look like in full screen mode when you open it. The first thing that
needs to be done is to edit it, but that yellow bar across the top says that we need to click the
button to enable editing, so we should do that:
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After the button has been clicked, the sheet looks like this: This image
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In the first column (A) labelled Date, you will see in the screenshot above that there are some #'s
instead of some dates, all that means is that the column is not wide enough to show what it actually
in it. We can change this by hovering the mouse on the line between columns A and B, so the mouse
changes to a double ended arrow with a line in the middle:

When it looks like that, double click and the column will automatically resize to show all the dates.

2 of 16




If you click on the date in cell A2 (column A, row 2 - the date currently say's 01-Jan-12 in the image
below).
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All we need to do now is change the rest of the dates in the Excel file. Don't worry; you don't have
to re-type them alll We just need to tell Excel that we want to replicate these changes for the
whole of column A. There is an easy way to do this, if you look at the screenshot above, look at the
start of row 2 (the one with the red box around it), you will see cell A2 is selected. You can tell it's
selected because it has a black box around the cell and a square blob in the bottom right hand
corner of it. We are going to use the square blob for this next bit. Make sure you have cell A2
selected in your Excel file before you do anything elsel!

You then need to hover over the square blob and when the mouse changes to this: == click and hold
the mouse button down and drag the mouse down so a fuzzy box is created around the cells below,
like in the image to the left.

Keeping the mouse button down, drag the mouse all the way down to the last cell
et » there are dates in in column A.
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In my screenshot below you can see that the last row in the Excel file is numbered 367, which will
then change to say January 2014 when you release the mouse button.
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The above screenshot shows the last row has changed to January 2014 once the mouse button has
been released. You should also notice the difference in the rest of that last row between both of
the above screenshots. Now you must SAVE the Excel file, you can do this a number of ways:

1) Press CTRL S in Windows using the keyboard

2) Go to File, Save

3) Click the little disk icon at the top of the window:
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Close the Excel file once you have saved it.

Now you have changed the Excel file to the correct year dates that you want and you have saved the
file (you MUST save the file, keep it as the same file name), you can now link the Excel file to your
Word document.




Part 2 - Linking the Excel File to the Word document

Open the Word document you are using for the base of the diary, in this example I am using a Day
across two pages (although you will notice the file name is slightly different to this but that's what
it was like straight from Ray's website so I have left it exactly the samel).

The opened file looks like this:
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If you want to change the fonts, go ahead! Just don't delete anything - and remember that some
fonts are bigger than others even if they are the same font sizel When I change font to Comic Sans
MS (more readable by anyone and especially helpful for special needs people) I make the font size
one smaller (using the “shrink font" button on the tool bar as it changes ALL of the fonts to a
smaller size at once)

Wil 9- 0=
Home Insert Page Layout {31 Mailings Review
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Calibri (Body] + 1
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If you select all the text at the same time (CTRL A using the keyboard in Windows) then you just
select the new font then I dropped the font size down. You can tell if you need to do this because
you will now have 3 pages instead of 2! If your font is smaller than the standard one check you
haven't got some of the 2™ page on the bottom of page 2, if you do you might need to increase your
font. If that still isn't right, choose a different font or you could end up making the file a mess!
Trust me - I have done that many times before and occasionally the only way to fix it is to close
without saving and start over again!

If you have changed more than just the font, that's ok - just so long as you still have the dates on
the pages you will be ok. If, like me, you don't want the little calendars at the top of the left hand
page, you can delete those without messing things up, just don't delete the one's that say 3™
February 2012" and “Friday” in my example images.




The zoom tool in
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So, starting from either your customised document or the original one, make sure you can see both
pages at once like I can in the image above, zoom the page in or out as necessary.

We will be using the Mailings toolbar for the next bit so click on it at the top now.
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When you don't have an Excél file linked to the Word document, most of the options will be greyed
out as it shows here.

To link an Excel fule chck on the Select Recnplents button:
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Followed by Use Existing List... and you will be asked to locate the file you want to link.

Initially the folder the computer looks in is a Microsoft one:
=
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My files are in a folder on my Desktop, I have never saved any files in the one that comes up! All you
need to do is locate the files that you have saved. So I'm just going to select the file in the folder
on my Desktop:
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When you have the appropriate Excel file in the File name box, just press the Open button. It will
then ask you whlch shee'r you wanT
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Make sure Sheetl is selected then press the OK button.




Now Word will use the information in the Excel file in your Word file, it may initially look like it has
made a right mess:
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But don't worry, it is just showing the field names it has put inl If you want to check it still looks ok,

click on the Preview Results button:
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When you have clicked on the preview results button your doument should look more like this:
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Check what months like September look like, particularly from 10™ September 2013 on wards - you
will see later that I didn't initially do this so my document initially didn't look right from 10™
Septmeber 2013 onwards!

If they all look ok, and they probably willl Then you can complete the merge. But before you do that,
SAVE the documentll!
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Click on the Finish & Merge button then select the Edit Individual Documents option:
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If you wanT to do them all at once select All, other wise put in the number's of ‘rhe records you want
to merge, you might need to use some guess work as to the record numbers but as the individual
records get opened as a new Word document you can always see what some numbers generate then
try again by coming back to your pre “Finish & Merge” document and trying a different set of
numbers.

For this tutorial I am going o merge all records. Note that merging all records for a day across two
pages will take quite a while, so just wait patiently!
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The merged file

Initially the merged file should look something like this:
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g B =L RERg= P .- 9 ~| styles~ | [ Select -

Clipboard ] Font [ Paragraph | Styles |  Editing
Ll Bk 21 a1 161 181 ii00 i@ 4 116 s
=

14:00 1400

15:00 15:00

[RCERNT

16:00

V1B ¢

17:00

120 1

18:00

19:00

1241 1221

20:00

21:00

[281] (261

2nd January 2013 3rd January 2013 P . 3rd January 2013
Wednesday Thursday Thursday

08:00

0%:00

10:00

11:00

12:00

13:00

00| 0[O0 0j0| 0| 0j0{0) 0o

14:00

0|0 O{0| 0| oj0|0) 0|00 0o

I have obviously scrolled down so you can see there are no blank pages etc. However this file is not
quite ready to be printed just yet!

First of all we need to remove any extra blank pages that haven't shown up - Word hides some pages!

To do this you need to click on the Replace button:
)] 5 6 ST A

File Home | Insert  Pagelayout  References  Mallings  Review  View | Design  layout

= X o - E P IR S —_ ,—\
] Comic Sans M5~ |10 A A4 Bk = | Hoq AaBbCeDc | AaBbCeDe AaBbCi AaBbCc Aa]j daBbCe. |
=. it ' T Normal

Ha Copy
i q Change
anrmat Painter T Mo Spaci.. Headingl Heading2 Title Subtitle | Sty\esgv Tt Select =

Clipboard w Font n Paragraph | Styles | Editing

B J O vabex x|[@-2-A-

v & Er 140 160 1B 1100 1121 1141 1161 Replace (Ctrl+H)

15:00 Replace text in the document.

16:00

17:00

18:00

19:00

20:00

21:00

2nd January 2013 3rd January 2013 . . = 3rd January 2013
Wednesday Thursday P H Thursday

08:00

09:00

10:00

11:00

12:00

13:00

00 0/0{0)0joj0|0jo{oj 0] o]0
||| | o) o | | o o | o | | |
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It will ask you what you want to replace, you need to type in “b which will make it look for extra
page breaks, type that into the Find What box and leave the Replacg With box empty.

o fey .
Wi o etters] - Microsoft Wor Table Tools ‘ ===
File Home | Inset  Pagelsyout  References  Mailings  Review [ View Design  Layout o @

= ¥ cut P e & y g g | A 5 3 Find ~
) R - 2 B e A |

B3 copy 3, Replace
Change
| Siyles - | bg Select -
Clipboard w o 5 | Editing |

# Format Painter

Find and Replace l

Find | Replace WgoTo

N
Find what: (l"h )
a?

Replace withl{ | )
e

More >>

2nd January 2013 3rd January 2013 . e . 3rd January 2013
Wednesday Thursday P P Thursday

08:00

09:00

10:00

11:00

0|0 0|00 0] 00 O] O{ 0| 0] O] 0
0|0 O] 00 O] D0 O] D0 0] O O

Page:10f774 | Words 45384 | 5

a Tuﬁ! FE\ S o . BEs@eEc B4 a0 okstem |

Then click on the Replace All button.

It will take a little while then should come up with this message:

I| A5 ettersd - Microsoft Wor s P —— = | T
File Home | Insert Page Layout References Mailings Review View Design Layout & G

44 Find ~

B3 copy 3, Replace

B Lo 1 Ak A (B EEE EE ] aasbce AAB aasce | A

Change
| Siyles - | bg Select -

Clipboard w o 5 | Editing |

# Format Painter

Find and Replace I

Find Replace | GoTo

Fiodwhat: | ~b

Microsoft Word

e @ Word has completed its search of the document and has made 366 replacements.

2nd January 2013 - 3rd January 2013
y . HE s Thursday

0|0 0|00 0] 00 O] O{ 0| 0] O] 0

(1)
% 0|0 O] 00 O] D0 O] D0 0] O O

l‘«o»{

5
&

Page:1 of 774 | Waords: 45384 | Word laci ESC L =
age: 1 o ards: 45, |\§ ord is replacing: Press o cancel. |E =

s Tﬂﬂi r?‘,‘ R B %H = PR i B 0 P 04S8pm

If you get O replacements then you have probably typed the b round the wrong way or have already
not got any to replace.

Now to make the pages so the holes are in the middle of a day spread, we need o add a blank page
right at the start of the document.
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To do that, got to page 1 and click to the left of the 1 in the date:
W9 - 0= ifrosoft Wor From here all you need to do is

Home | Inset  Page Layout Mailings | iew click the left arrow key on the
keyboard so the text icon goes
- from the table to the page

- Format Painter o behind it.

Clipboard ]
) 4

[0 @ 20 A4 1 & 1 1101 |11|§||14| 1161
= |/ T 0 T

st Thnuary 2013
Tu y

08:00

(=L -
= X Cut

Comic 5ans M5

€3]

09:00

10:00

11«00y

INEL0E

You might just about be able to see the text icon behind the top part of the table.

Wl 9 - O

File Home Insert Page Layout References Mailings Review vV

TR ]

UL . - -
L Comic Sans M5 = 1 A A
=53 Copy

Paste - ;) &\
- # Format Painter B - I X X | i

Clipboard ] Font

[21 |2| 121 141 1 &1 1B 1g 1120 140 161 AiEn|
= T 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 T 0 T 0 0

1st January 2013
Tuesday

08:00

n9:NN
When the text icon is behind the table, press CTRL Enter (in Windows) or click on the Insert tab at

the top (next the Home tab) and click blank page.
You basically want it to look like this:

OSSO, SAVE this filelll Click File, SAVE, then

eSe s m e LET S name it something appropriate like Merged

- 2013 Diary pages in the same folder as
your original files so that you know where
it is!

st Jarsary EE
e
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Then click File, SAVE AS and change the Save as Type to PDF:

(W] Save As R .. icrasoft Wor y TS
_

@3 Find -

23 Replace

m |« SazD b Desktop b Diary and Excel Files ~ [##][ Search Diory and ExcelFites P |
Organize = Rl folder g @ BbCcDc | AaBbCcDc aBbCi AaBbCc Aa]j dAaBbCc. | _ %

5 = Normal | T Mo Spaci. #f Headingl ~ Heading 2 Title Subtitle  [— Change
o Music * Name Date modified Type = styles~ | b Select

k= Pictures Styles | Editing
B Videos

1] Base diary 2 days per page.docx 29/11/201201:57 ... Microsoft W|
] Merged 2013 Diary Pages.docx 29/11/20120513 ..  Microsoft W|

& Homegroup
5 1st January 2013
2, SazD JEFF) g Tuesday

% Computer
&, ACER (C)
s DATA (D3

- 7

File name: Merged 2013 Diary Pages.docx

Save 25 type: (Wi

Word Document (*.docx)
Word Macra-Enabled Document (*.docm)
Ward §7-2003 Document (*.dac)

Word Template (*.doty)

Werd Macro-Enabled Template (*.dotm)

Authors:

0|0 O] 0{0) O] O] 0] 0] O 0] 0] O] 0

“ Hide Folders pd

Single File Web Page (*.mht:".mhtml)
Web Page (*.htm;*.html)

Web Page, Filtered (*.htm;*.html)
Rich Text Format (*.rif)

Plain Text (".tt)

Word XML Document (*xml)

Word 2003 XML Document (*xml)
OpenDocurnent Text (*.0dt)

Works 6 - 9 Document (*.wps)

[ 280 1260 (241 1220 1200 1181
|

It should still be in the same folder as before, check it is correctly set to .PDF then click on the

SAVE button to save the file as a PDF. This will make printing the file easy.
TS — ) e - pCilci

: - =@
) [ [« SaD » Desktop » Diary and Excel Files ~ [ § ]| Search Diory and ExcelFites P S
' AaB Ay | S
Organize + \ ablaielakic @ AaBbCcDe | AaBbCcDe AaBbCi AaBbCc a daBbCc. | 33, Replace
T Normal

5 Mo Spaci.. Headingl  Heading 2 Title Subtitle | _ Change
& Music & Date madified Type = | Styles~ | kg Select -

| Pictures i Styles u| Editing
B videos M Henms At hiygur sesich. i 0 i e Aw T

#d Homegroup
1 - 1st January 2013
R SazD (IEFF) : Tuesday

8 Computer
&, ACER (C)
s DATA (D2)

- &7

File name: Merged 2013 Diary Pages.pdf
Eave as type: | PDF (“.pd)
- ¥ Add 2 tag

Optimize for: @ Standard (publishing
online and printing)

Open file after publishing

00| 0{0 0 o]0 0oojolooja

@ Minimum size
{publishing onling)

= Hide Folders Cancel

Words: 45384 | 58
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Once your PDF is made, it will be saved in the folder with the other files. Check the file for
problems, mine came up with an error when it finished saving, although it actually saved it ok.

When I opened up my PDF I scrolled all the way to the bottom to check the pages are still ok, the
bottom page on mine is not ok so I checked back and found that until the 10™ September 2013 my
pages were fine but on the 10™ September the 2013 goes onto a new line and messes up the rest of
the pages!

Z| Merged 2013 iy Pages pdf = loe Ferb P TONWEL TWEE T — i A

®

File Edit View Documen it Comments Forms Tools Advanced Window Help

j-j Create = :?j Combine ~ é] Collaborate ~ Lﬂ Secure ~ /‘ Sign - @ Forms = E Multimedia - '7? Comment ~

)8 HLP @8 /= )& (@8 =% [ A
|

10th September

Tuesday

10th September 2013
Tuezday|

= N
PE il [ o [ 05:29pm | |

Depending on how you print your pages from here, it may be better to go back and change the font
size either in the merged file or the original file and merge or save the document again, overwriting
this file. T went to the merged document and changed the font size (I made it 1 size smaller) from
the 10™ - 30™ September and checked the rest of the year - luckily they were all ok. Then I re-
saved to PDF. The PDF file is now fine and can be printed from.

Just make sure you save your file regularly or this might happen!!!
) e 2013 Dy g st Word AR P (| s

& Microsoft Word

Microsoft Word is trying to recover your
information...

This might take several minutes.

B4 PE @ b [ 0534pm r 15 Of 16




Part 3 - Printing your diary

Now your diary is in PDF format you can print it a number of ways. Personally T have A5 paper and a
printer that will automatically double side A5 pages for me so I print my pages straight fo A5 paper,
selecting the Auto Duplex option. You can print o A5 pages without auto duplex by printing all the
odd pages then flipping them over and printing all the even side pages, but you will need to check
how your printer prints before printing the whole pile just in case you end up getting it the wrong

way round!
These are the settings I use to auto duplex on A5 paper; this might be different to your printer

setting so please check:
{5 Merged 2013 Giary Pages smallerpdi - Adebe Acrceat o T o
O e T x
j Tt @ Combine - &3] Colleborate - [ Secure = A Sign~ [S] Forms - [By Multimedic = 7 Comment -
— = 2 ym3 ok &Y € & ® % - = [ Fid %
L4 ot E
=] [ Brother MFC-153100W Printer Properties )

brother  MFC-J5310DW SniufionsCenter

Printer Basic | Advanced | Print Profiles
Name: I[Bruﬂ‘er MFC-15310DW Printer ']l l Properties l Media Type [Plam e
Comments and Forms: _ @ El Sl D P

Status:  Toner low; 0 documents waiting
: 5 i D t and Markug
Type:  Brother MFC-J5910DW Printer ocument and Markups L Print Quality [Nommal

Print Range Preview: Composite | = =
@ Al e 3274 [LLETN l Ber- A28 AB (148 x 210 mm}

Current view =~

L&

@ [ Borderiess
2 Plain Paper 1) @ Natural
7 Current page Prit Quaity * Normal Colour Mode @ @ Natura )
) Pages 1-733 A5
= 148x 210 mm
Colour Mode : Natural
Copies : 1 Oriertation @ Portrait () Landscay
S 9 C pe
Page Handling = Multiple Page : Nomal
Copies: 1 = Callate Duplex / Booklet : Duplex Copies 1 =

Page Scaling: Fit to Printable Area n ] colour Collate
Sedl [£] Reverse Order
Auto-Rotate and Center ! Mtipls Page [Homa

|| Reverse pages

["] Choose paper source by POF page size K F fer Right. then Down

Use custom paper size when needed
b

Units: Inches Zoom : 97% | Cuplex / Booklet | Duplexc -

[T Print to file
] Print color as black
Add Profilef))
[ Advanced ] [ Summarize Comments J (- & 2
Launch Status Monitor.
) Cancel | [ _Hp ]

- ™
P& il lF W ™  06:11pm

If you need to print straight fo A4 paper then you cut it in half you will need to print the diary in
booklet format. My printer settings look like this, but yours may be different:

@ Create + @ Combine = &] Collaborate + [ Secure = 4% Sign = Forms [y Multimedia = Comment =

@ﬁ &' |_—'L.§) & F 2 /= ok &g e 67% ~ | = 9] | Find

s Brother HL-2250DN series Printer Properties
Printer brother HL-2260DN
. Brother HL-2250DN series Printer - Properties
Name: [ JU J — Basic | Advanced | Prnt Profies

Status:  Offiine; 0 documents waiting Comments and Farms:
Type:  Brother HL-22500N series [Dummant and Markups Paper Size [M

Print Range Preview: Composite 1 2 Orientation @) Portrait () Landscape

@ Al f——827
) Copies 1 = [ Collate

Current view £

Media Type [Plain Paper
Resolution [600 dpi

©) Current page
()Pages 1-733

subset: | All pages in range - Paper Size - A Print Settings [Grphics

210x 297 F—
[“|Reverse pages B3x 7"";;‘ Manual Settings

Page Handing Media Type : Plain Paper
Copies: 1 = Collate 63 Copies : 1
Resolution : 600 dpi Right, then Down

eoe seang : — Duplex / Booldet : Booklet
Auto-Rotate and Center
Duplex / Booklet Booklst vI

[] choose paper saurce by PDF page size Duplex Settings

Use custom paper size when needed

2in 1

sl Paper Source

Units: Inches Zoom : 94% Frst Page Auto Select -

[T Print to file

[] Print color as black 11733 ﬂ 1 Same as First Page

——
leamesd |
-
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